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  The Lexington Arts and Crafts Society was founded in 1935 when a group of artists and craftspersons met and drew up a 

constitution with the objective "to foster in the community a more active interest in the arts and crafts and to encourage higher artistic 

standards in the arts and handicrafts".  In 1953, the Society was incorporated as a non-profit organization.  For nearly twenty years after 

its founding, the Society carried on its activities in members' homes and in various public buildings in Lexington.  Then, in 1953, the Soci-

ety broke ground for its own building at 130 Waltham Street.  Designed by a fellow member, Marjorie Pierce, this art center was built 

entirely through the efforts of Society members. The building was dedicated the next year, and the first exhibit and fair were held.  Addi-

tions to the building were constructed in 1965 and 1973. 

 

 There are four classifications of membership in the Lexington Arts and Crafts Society:  Active Guild, Society Sustaining, Junior 

and Corporate.  Most members are Active, producing artists and craftspersons belonging to a guild.  Requirements for guild membership 

vary with each guild.  Society Sustaining members are persons who have an interest in the arts and crafts and a desire to participate in the 

Society, though not a guild.  Junior Members (13-18 years of age) are persons who are interested in participating in classes and work-

shops.  Corporate Members are corporations, companies and businesses who wish to be supportive of the aims, goals and objectives of 

the Society and whose membership donations recognize the Society as a service to the community. 
 

 The Society is currently composed of nine guilds:  Basketry, Ceramics, Decorative Arts, Metalworkers, Needle Arts, 

Painters, Polymer Clay, Weavers and Woodworkers.    
 

 Each guild has its own schedule of meetings, workshops, classes and seminars, as well as its own specialized tools and 

equipment.  Artists and craftspersons are thus able to work in a community of artisans with similar interests, sharing ideas and expertise.  

Our building has a large painters studio, a ceramic studio with kilns, well-equipped woodworkers and metalworkers shops, and a weavers 

room with numerous looms.  The Society's Minnie Seaver Library contains an impressive selection of arts and crafts books which are 

available to members. 
 

 A variety of exciting exhibits  are mounted in our Parsons Gallery year-round by our own guilds, as well as by invited guest 

artists.  Guild members have an opportunity to exhibit or sell their work at these gallery showings, which are open free of charge to the 

public. 
 

 Numerous classes and workshops, both day and evening, are offered to members and the general public at reasonable fees.  

The public is invited to our monthly reception, which is usually held the first or second Sunday of the month, and often includes a 

speaker/demonstration or entertainment. 
 

 Scholarships from an Art Scholarship Fund are available to graduating seniors from Lexington High School.  In addition, our 

Scholarship Committee provides continuing support to scholarship recipients in furthering their art careers at accredited art institutions. 
 

 The Society has three annual sales, the October Annual Fundraising Fair, December Holiday Marketplace and July/August 

Artisans Market, at which the public can purchase quality arts and crafts.   
 
  

Annual Society Dues: Active Guild Member $100;  Society Sustaining Member $60.  Guild Dues are additional.  An Orientation 

Meeting is required prior to becoming a member.   For more information  regarding membership, please contact us at 130 

Waltham Street, Lexington, MA  02421, or telephone (781) 862 -9696.   
 

 

 

ABOUT THE SOCIETY  

PDPõs for Teachers 

 

 

We are approved as a Professional Development Point (PDP) Provider by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and     

Secondary Education. 
 

 Teachers participating in classes and workshops are eligible to receive PDPõs based on hours of attendance: 

  One (1) point per hour for ten hours completed of class/workshop time (following a written reflection  

  and/or assessment by the registered teacher). 
 

 PDP Certificates are awarded at the end of the term.        Add:  $10.00 per course for PDP Credits 



Painters Guild Classes  

OIL PAINTING   (All Levels)  

    by Paul George  

 

Mondays     9:30-Noon     January 11 - March 15  

No Class one day tba  

  

9 Sessions  Painters Guild Member   $254  

                   Society Member               $269  

                   Non -Member                    $299  
 

This is a great class for beginning or reviewing oil painting 

methods and procedures. Paul will cover the basics of 

painting in oils including understanding materials, mixing 

clean color notes, color, values and composition and     

design. He will support his teaching with demonstrations, 

one on one instruction and critiques.   You will work from 

Still Life and Photos.  An opportunity to build a strong 

foundation in painting. 

Award winning artist Paul Georgeõs classes are loaded with 

great information and are motivating for both the beginner 

and the experienced painter. You will paint your photos or 

still life but he will teach you how to approach any subject 

and design and execute a good painting that glows with light 

and color. Youõll begin with a complete look at values and 

how to use them to simplify, design and improve your paint-

ing.   Paul believes that design-composition is the most     

important part of any painting.  You will learn how to use it 

to add power and punch that make your paintings come alive. 

He will support each subject with talks, painting demonstra-

tions and with personal one on one support.  Each class will 

end with complete critique.  

 

New England artist Paul George was born in Cambridge, MA.  He 

has a BS from Northeastern University.  He studied at the MFA 

school in Boston and also with National renowned Artists and au-

thors Charles Reid, and Robert Wade.  Paul is a signature member 

of the National Watercolor   Society and a member of the Cape Cod, 

North Shore, Academic Artists, New England and Rhode Island   

Watercolor Societies and former Vice President of the Rockport Art 

Association.   

His work can be seen at the George Gallery, located in beautiful 

Gloucester, Massachusetts. 

 

ñ He is one of those rare individuals that not only a good painter but 

a committed  and  creative  teacher  as  well.ò            

       - International Magazine 2007 

 

 

WEBSITE: WWW.PGEORGE.COM   Email: PG77@mac.com 

PAINTINGS THAT GLOW            (All Levels)  

 WATERCOLOR PAINTING  

              by  Paul George  

 

Mondays     12:30 - 3:00pm    January 11 - March 15  

No Class one day tba        

  

9 Sessions    Painters Guild Member   $254  

         Society Member               $269  

         Non -Member              $299   
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Artwork by:  Paul George 

Artwork by:  Paul George 



                                                                                                                                                                                                               

ACRYLIC PAINTING   (Intermediate to Advanced) 
         by Maris Platais, ASMA/AAA   
 

Tuesdays      9:30-Noon      January 12 - March 16  
  
10 Sessions   Painters Guild Member    $260  

         Society Member     $275  

         Non -Member         $305  
 

Experience the magic of this fast-drying medium with emphasis 

on color-mixing, paint-handling and composition.  Creative    

approach to subjects of your choice, using imagination and   

reference materials.    
 

Maris has taught drawing at MFA  for 15 years.  He is a member of  

Guild of Boston Artists, Academic Artists Association, Concord Art, 

Lexington Painters Guild, American Society of Marine Artists.      

Drawings appeared in Yankee Magazine covers and centerspreads. 

Painters Guild Classes (contõd) 

OIL AND ACRYLIC   (Intermediate to Advanced) 

   PAINTING    by Phyllis Hughes, MAT  
 

Tuesdays    1:00-3:30pm     February 16 - March 16  
 

5 Sessions   Painters Guild Member  $130 

        Society Member   $145 

       Non -Member   $175 
 

Painting in oils or acrylics.  Learn how to make a compel-

ling composition that will lead the eye.  Develop a painting 

without losing the vitality of the sketch.  Demonstrations 

and individual work with color-mixing and brush handling 

for special effects.  

 
Phyllis  Hughes  is   an  experienced  teacher,  illustrator  and  

painter.   She  holds  degrees  in Art History,  Studio and  Teach-

ing  from Mt. Holyoke and Harvard University.  Past Board Mem-

ber of Concord Art, Emerson Umbrella and JGP Fund for the 

Visual and Performing Arts.  Phyllis has also exhibited widely and 

won numerous awards at juried shows for paintings, draw-

ings,batiks and serigraphs.  She has taught in Carlisle, Concord 

and Lexington since 1965.   
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Artwork by:  Maris Platais 

CHINESE LANDSCAPE PAINTING 101 
 by Jinghua Gao Dalia            (All Levels)  
 

Tuesday      1:00-3:30pm    January 12 - February 9  
  

5 Sessions   Painters Guild Member   $130  

                    Society Member              $145  

                    Non -Member                   $175  
 

This 101 class is designed for beginning level students to 

learn Chinese landscape painting.  The first part is devoted 

to learning rocks and mountains.  The second part is      

devoted to learning trees.  We will use brush, ink and      

watercolor to     create simple landscape paintings on rice 

paper.   
 

Jing-hua began her art study at the age of nine with her father, Gao   

Yi-hung, the prominent Chinese artist and calligraphy master to 

Chiang Kai-shek's son, Chiang Ching-guo, the President of the      

Republic of China. She also had the unique opportunity to study 

with some of China's most outstanding watercolorists. She has a 

Fine Arts degree from National Taiwan Normal University and two 

years in the graduate art program at the University of Hawaii.   At 

the Copley Society of Boston, she was the first Chinese artist to be 

honored with both a solo exhibition and a Master Workshop      

program.  She also   has had solo exhibitions at the Sharon Arts 

Center, NH and the DeCordova Museum, MA.  She has been fre-

quently interviewed by various news media. Her paintings have 

been widely exhibited, awarded, and collected internationally.  

Artwork by: 

Jinghua Gao Dalia 

Artwork by: Phyllis Hughes 



Painters Guild Classes (contõd) 
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Wednesdays     1:00ð 3:30pm      January 13 - March 17  

 

10 Sessions  Painters Guild Member   $200  

                   Society Member                $215  

                   Non -Member                     $245  

 
Learn to relax and focus on enjoying the joining of water and 

paint on paper to produce colorful, lively, transparent paintings.  

Paint a subject that interests you in a way that reflects your own 

personality. Still lifes and reference photos are available or bring 

your own reference material.  We discuss basic techniques and 

design strategies and usually start each class with a short demo. 

 

DôAnn is an award-winning member of the Lexington Arts & Crafts 

Society and a Distinguished Artist at Concord Art Association. She is an 

artist member of the North Shore Arts Association and won their 2009 

Charlotte and Alfred Movali award for excellence in any medium.  
 

View DôAnnôs paintings at her website:  www.BrownriggGallery.com 

WATERCOLOR PAINTING       (All Levels) 

    by DõAnn Brownrigg 

Artwork by: 

DôAnn Brownrigg 

PASTELS  by Dianne Levine    (All Levels) 
 

Tuesdays   1:00-3:30pm    February 16 - March 16  
 

5 Sessions  Painters Guild Member  $110  

                   Society Member              $135  

                   Non -Member                   $165  
 

Have a great time with soft pastels.  It is a medium which 

does not have to dry and is ready for use when you wish.  

Colors are as soft or as brilliant as you want to use.  Indi-

vidual projects will be emphasized. 

 
Dianne is a member of the faculty of LACS and has had 45 years 

experience teaching art.  Her work has been seen in the Tokyo 

Museum of Art and presently in Art 3 Gallery in Manchester NH. 

Her work was included in the Maryland Pastel Society and the 

Pastel Painters of Maine national shows.  She is also a Distin-

guished Artist member of the Concord Art Association, a member 

of the New Hampshire Pastel Society, and Pastel Painters of 

Maine.  To view her work, visit her website at 

www.dlevineartist.com.   

BASIC DRAWING AND THE    
   ART   OF SKETCHING         (All Levels) 
 by Emily Passman  
 

Wednesdays     9:30 -Noon     January 13 - March 17  
  
10 Sessions   Painters Guild Member   $220  

                    Society Member                $235  

                    Non -Member                     $265  
 

This basic drawing class is for those who seek to sharpen 

skills to create better paintings, or to learn to draw with 

different media, techniques and styles.   We will stress the 

importance of sketchbook drawing daily to understand 

the importance of the òquick sketchó and òseeing in a new 

wayó.  We will use pen and ink, pen and brush, pencil and 

charcoal.          
 

Materials list will be provided to registrants upon 

request. (Some drawing skills preferred).  
 

Emily is a delightful teacher, passionate about teaching art skills.  

She has a Masterôs Degree in Education from Boston University 

and is a member of the Depot Square Gallery.  She plans to in-

troduce you to many different drawing media, teach some of the   

basics of ñseeingò the subject anew, perspective, shadows and 

arranging compositions.  Sheôll lead you in some fun right-brain 

exercises and get you into the 5-minute-a-day sketchbook habit 

with a good quality ink pen that feels so right that youôll easily 

fall in love with the process of drawing.           If youôre a painter, 

discover the connection between a good drawing and improving 

oneôs painting skills.   

Artwork by: 

Dianne Levine 

http://www.dlevineartist.com/

